
 
Professor Frederick G Hilmer AO (LLB Syd, LLM Pennsylvania, 
MBA Wharton) 

Professor Fred Hilmer was appointed President and Vice-
Chancellor of the University of New South Wales on 19 June 
2006. Prior to taking up this position, Professor Hilmer was Chief 

Executive Officer, John Fairfax Holdings Limited from 1998 - 2005. Before joining Fairfax he was 
Dean and Director of the Australian Graduate School of Management (AGSM) in the 
University of New South Wales and a Director of Port Jackson Partners Limited. Prior to joining 
the AGSM, Professor Hilmer was a director of McKinsey & Company-responsible for managing 
the Australian practice. He holds a degree in law from the University of Sydney, an LLM from 
the University of Pennsylvania, and a Master of Business Administration degree from the 
Wharton School of Finance where he was appointed a Joseph Wharton Fellow. In 1991 the 
Australian Institute of Management awarded him a special John Storey medal for 
distinguished contribution to the advancement of management thinking in Australia. 
Professor Hilmer was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in 1998 for his service to 
management education, competition policy, and workplace reform. 

Earlier in his career Professor Hilmer was a member of the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Pennsylvania and he also practised law in Australia. He served on the Committee of Inquiry 
into Management Education during 1981 and 1982. He was a member of the 
Commonwealth Higher Education Council and Chairman of the Business Council of 
Australia's Employee Relations Study Group. In 1992 and 1993 he chaired the National 
Competition Policy Review Committee. He is a Director of Westfield Holdings Limited. He 
previously served as Chairman of Pacific Power, Deputy Chairman of Foster's Brewing Group 
Limited and as a Director of a number of other Australian companies. In 2010 Professor Hilmer 
was made a Fellow Honorary Member of CPA Australia. 

He has written extensively on strategy, organisation and economic reform and is the author 
of a number of books, including: When The Luck Runs Out, New Games/New Rules, co-
authored Strictly Boardroom, Working Relations and Management Redeemed, and, most 
recently, The Fairfax Experience -- What The Management Texts Didn't Teach Me. 

Fred Hilmer served as Convenor of the New South Wales Vice-Chancellors’ Committee 
(NSWVCC) from 2009 to 2011. He was appointed Chair of the Group of Eight (Go8) in 
December of 2011. 

Dr Saul Griffith (BMetE’97) 

Saul Griffith has multiple degrees in materials science and mechanical 
engineering and completed his PhD in Programmable Assembly and 
Self Replicating machines at MIT.  He is the co-founder of numerous 
companies including: Low Cost Eyeglasses, Squid Labs, Potenco, 
Instructables.com, HowToons and Makani Power.  Saul has been 
awarded numerous awards for invention including the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame, Collegiate Inventor's award, and the Lemelson-

MIT Student prize.  A large focus of Saul's research efforts are in minimum and constrained 
energy surfaces for novel manufacturing techniques and other applications.  Saul holds 
multiple patents and patents pending in textiles, optics, nanotechnology, and energy 
production.  Saul co-authors children's comic books called “HowToons” about building your 
own science and engineering gadgets with Nick Dragotta and Joost Bonsen.  Saul is a 
technical advisor to Make magazine and Popular Mechanics.  Saul is a columnist and 
contributor to Make and Craft magazines. 


